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DIAPER ELASTIC BAND 



This invention relates to a special tinting dyestuff 
for elastic bands to be incorporated in disposable 
diaper production, to indicate a colour change when 
the band comes into contact with urine. 

Background 

Disposable diapers are made nowdays with an elastic 
band usually tinted in dark blue. The elastic t*nd is 
put in the diaper to assure a good grip cz the 
polyethylene outer layer with the baby's body, and 
prevent as much as possible leaks of the baby's 
excretes into the panties, or other clothing worn by 
the baby. 

It is quite common in some disposable diaper 
embodiments to introduce spots, or stripes oC a 
special ink at any convenient place on the backing o£ 
the polyethylene layer; The ink used is made with a 
special dyestuff which reacts with urine, to change 
colour and disappear. Thus the disappearing ink spots 
or stripes give an indication to the person taking 
care of the baby that the diaper is wet and should be 
changed. 
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Brief description of the Invention 

It is the purpose of this invention to unite Uw? two 
disposable diaper features and introduce an elastic 
band tinted with a special ink which wbt*n r*?cicrod 
with mine will chanqe colour. 

By introducing such an elastic band into r in* 
disposable di.ipor, r.ho p<»rnon r.ikinq r.iro of iln- h.iby 
will be abJc to obnmvo, the colour chcuv-io nf I l.< 
.ulauiic band l.tiut; indicating thai: the baby oxf i r i. <•• I 
urine, and a diaper chanqe is required. This should 
save the n«-:ed of introducing the speic.il ink spots <>r 
stripes described above. 

It should be noted that in the process of preparing 
the elastic band for use in diapers the producers 
have to dye the white colourless elastic band b«f<u»? 
introducing it into the diaper. By using the above 
mentioned sensitive ink for this purpose one combines, 
two operations into one thus saving labor time and 
production costs. 

The most common ink used tinting the diapers is CI.J 
Food Grade Ink c made by a UK company villetr U <l . 
One unusally applies either dark shades on body 
co lour . 
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The elastic band herein provided for use in 
disposable diapers is tinted with a dark or body ' 
shade 'dyestuff sensitive to urine; so that when urine 
canes into contact with said band a colour change of 
said band occurs, thus indicating a need for a da i per 
change,, said band is placed at the wide section of 
th? diaper, so that it is positioned on the hips of 
the baby, at the junction with the upper dry 
clothing.. 
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Example 1 

kl whitr lycra elastic for use in disposable diaper 
was tinted blue with CIJ Food Grade Ink?. The 
dyestuff is known to be sensitive to the urine 
acidity.! and changes colour on contact with\urine. 
The tinted lycra band was introduced into a 
disposable diaper, and on contact^ with urine the 
elastic band elmi-jed colour from blue to neutral, 
thus indicating the need for a diaper change. 
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What is claimed 

1. An elastic band' for use in disposable diapers, 
tinted with a dark or body shade dyestuff 
sensitive to urine, so that when said band canes 
in contact with urine a colour change occurs thus 
indicating the need for a diaper change; said band 
is placed at the wide section of the diaper, so 
that it is positioned on the hips of the baby, at 
the junction with the upper dry clothing.. 

2. An elastic band as in claim 1 wherein said 
dyestuff is CIJ Food Grade Ink* made by Willett 
Ltd, UK. 
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